Repeatedly negative tuberculin skin tests followed by active tuberculosis in an immunocompetent individual.
We describe a woman who was repeatedly tuberculin (PPD) skin test negative after exposure to smear-positive tuberculosis (TB), but developed active TB with a positive skin test 7 years later. Molecular epidemiologic evidence is presented that the infection was contracted 7 years previously from the original source case. PPD skin testing is subject to many technical and biological variables and this report underscores that this tool can fail to detect latent TB infection in some cases. The causes of false-negative and false-positive PPD skin test results are reviewed.